
 
 
 
 

June 26th, 2020 
 

Dear American School of Durango Parents, 

CONGRATULATIONS ON A SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE SCHOOL YEAR! 

I trust this message finds your family safe and healthy. For many, these past few months have been 
the most challenging times we have faced. Unfortunately, too, the future is full of uncertainties. We 
have to remain optimistic and hopeful that the pandemic will recede and we can return to our 
normal activities very soon.  

Today, or in the days ahead, I hope all of you can take time to CELEBRATE our accomplishments as a 
school and community over the past few months. I have no doubt that as a society we will learn and 
grow from this unfortunate experience. As parents, you have supported the school and supported 
the efforts of your children to continue to learn and to find emotional comfort with the ASD 
community. Thank you, thank you, thank you. We are truly blessed to have such a strong and 
supportive community. It is in times of difficulty and challenge that our true spirit is demonstrated, 
and the ASD community showed courage and fortitude in the face of adversity.  

I am regularly in touch with ASOMEX and international directors. Many schools simply closed their 
doors and sent kids home early. Others struggled with convincing their communities to embrace 
online learning. However, the ASD community of students, teachers and parents embraced the 
challenge, accepted the learning curve and trusted that our school would continue to provide an 
optimal educational experience. I truly believe that ASD students will be ahead of their international 
peers when we resume school. And this will be a tremendous advantage as they move forward to 
college and career goals. Again, thanks to our parents for your trust and support.  

We know that we have room to improve our online learning experience and we already have 
teacher training programs in place to ensure that we can offer an even better experience IF the 
need emerges to continue with online learning in the future. Online learning can never replicate the 
experience of being in a classroom – we all know that – but it can still be an environment where 
students learn and develop new skills. We are committed to achieving our mission and vision to 
prepare our students to be leaders and globally conscious citizens.  

We have several new teachers joining ASD in the fall. I have interviewed each of them several times, 
as have the principals. We are really happy to be bringing in some outstanding teachers who have 
chosen ASD in a highly competitive market. We have promised the teachers they are moving to a 
community that cherishes human connections, promotes academic excellence, and is committed to 
ensuring that ASD students are, first and foremost, excellent role models of global citizenship. We 
are excited to have Shavonne Morgan (grade 1), Bailey Bliss (HS social studies) and Valezka Roman 



(MS English) joining us in the fall. Each of them has taught internationally previously and they all 
have experience teaching in the Latin American world. We will provide more background when they 
arrive in July/August.  

The remainder of this message was also posted on the June 8th Newsletter. As of today, the 
message for opening school in August is much the same. For most teachers and students, online 
learning is more difficult than in-class instruction; therefore, like you, we are hoping we can open 
our doors on August 19 for all of our students to attend classes in a safe and secure environment. 
We will be monitoring international, national and local news on a regular basis all summer so that 
we can offer the best education to our ASD students.  

Warm regards, 
 
 

 
 
David Brown 
General Director, 
American School of Durango, Mexico 
dbrown@cadurango.mx 
 

Act with Courage  Success for Every Student  Diversity and Inclusion 

 

Looking forward to August 2020 

As we all know, the COVID-19 pandemic presents the most serious public health crisis the world has 
experienced in generations. Looking forward to the 2020-2021 school year and our August 19th 
start date, ASD is resolved to do everything it can to initiate the school year with onsite learning 
because we believe doing so is in the best interest of student learning and our entire community. 
We have some amazing new teachers coming to Durango next year to complement our outstanding 
teaching staff and we look forward to welcoming them to ASD. We recognize, however, that we 
need to use a flexible roadmap for reopening our campus in a safe manner with the health and 
wellbeing of our entire community in mind at all times.  

For this purpose, we have put together a 2020-2021 Learning Scenarios Roadmap that is guided by 
the assumption that a vaccine will most likely not be available for 12-18 months. Because of this, 
ASD needs to be able to respond quickly to circumstances in our own school community as well as 
to conditions in Mexico.  We will need to be prepared to “toggle” between different learning 
scenarios designed to fit a variety of circumstances and needs. We must also be prepared to move 
back to a full distance learning model with very little advance notice if need be.  
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The ASD Roadmap was researched and developed by a group of ASD leaders and educators and is 
based on best practices from around the world, trends and plans from other schools, experience 
from the past 11 weeks, governmental protocols and effective pedagogy for learners in grades 
nursery through 12. Through regular and ongoing meetings, our team is committed to maintaining 
awareness of global best practices in the management of COVID-19 and to monitoring all 
recommendations that come from the World Health Organization, the Center for Disease Control, 
and the Mexican health authorities. Any and all changes, adjustments, additions, and/or 
clarifications will be shared with the ASD community over the next two months in preparation for 
August.  

Our ASD Learning Scenarios Roadmap includes the following information: 

 Guiding Principles 
 Possible learning Scenarios for August  
 Campus Security 
 Teaching and Learning Statement 
 Nutrition Statement 

Guiding Principles 

ASD is committed to welcoming our students back to school on August 19 in an open, caring and 

compassionate manner that respects their individual and collective experiences over the past few months. 

Our overarching goal is to be the best school in Durango and one of the top schools in Mexico – this includes 

the academic, physical and social emotional growth of each child. The perseverance, resilience and empathy 

that our students and ASD community have displayed over the past several months will be a foundation for 

our future success.  

Our decision-making and guiding principles over the next several months are: 

 A commitment to embrace and fulfill our Mission and Vision.  

 To prioritize student, staff, faculty and community safety and well-being 

 A continual review and, if necessary, revision of all financial matters. We are in the process of 

reviewing and revising the “Resources and Events” for next year and will communicate any revised 

fees early in the week of June 8th. 

 A preference to have face-to-face learning whenever it is safe and possible to do so 

 Ensure hygiene and health-related policies are developed, clearly communicated, adhered to, and 

consistent with advice from WHO, national and local health authorities 

 Promote practices that reduce risk of virus transmission and support our capacity to be responsive 

and flexible when facing changing circumstances 

 Follow SEP or other Ministry guidelines to ensure the safety of every individual 

 Develop practices and policies when students are on campus to reduce the risk of transmission. For 

example, students will be required to bring hand sanitizer and disinfectants, every classroom will 

have hand sanitizer and disinfectants, minimize student movement during the day, seating that 

respects spacing. We will have more specific measures closer to August 19th. 



 BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE: Requiring students from grades 5-12 to bring their own computer. We 

had been discussing plans throughout the school year to move ASD to a 1:1 program where students 

bring their own device (BYOD) and now is the right time to adopt this policy. We will be 

communicating a specific plan in the very near future, including specific recommendations for the 

types of devices that will best suit student and learning needs at ASD. This will help prepare students 

for college and career, as well. 

 We will keep you informed so that you have time to buy any resources well in advance of school 

starting in August. 

 Plan any community events in a manner that promotes the safety and health of everyone.  

 A continual commitment to review, revise and implement curriculum in all grades and subjects. We 

will be placing a special emphasis on developing curricula that reflects our Vision, specifically 

addressing social issues and current events to develop critical thinking skills and to build social 

consciousness amongst our students. 

Three Possible Scenarios to Return on August 19 

Scenario A: Learning ONSITE. Students attend a full schedule onsite and access learning materials onsite 

and in attendance at ASD. In this scenario we will continue to be respectful of those families who choose to 

remain with online learning due to fears of Covid-19. Also, we will have very stringent guidelines for students 

entering campus, including temperature checks and other practices recommended by health officials. 

Scenario B: Hybrid Schedule. Students experience a modified schedule with limited onsite days. There will 

be a combination of onsite and offsite learning. There are several possible models and we will be flexible, 

creative and responsive to the specific needs of our community. 

Scenario A or B are only possible with the approval of Federal and State authorities (Sistema de semaforo 

nacional). 

Scenario C: Online learning (Distance Learning): Students will do 100% of their learning online. In the 

event that our local community experiences a spike in Coronavirus, or we have a specific case within ASD, we 

will shift to Scenario C immediately. 

I wish we had a more definitive response, but the reality is that we will need to be flexible enough to pivot 

creatively in the days leading up to August 19.  

Campus Security 

Specific decisions, plans, protocols and filters will be updated regularly as we receive and implement health 

guidelines and best practices for schools. Drop-off and entry to campus, classroom cleanliness, bathroom 

cleanliness, wearing of protective masks, dismissal procedures, physical distancing, use of facilities, and 

handling resources will all be part of our daily practices to ensure student and community safety. Some of 

these procedures may reduce overall instructional time, but our first consideration will always be student 

and community safety.  

Teaching and Learning Statement: 

The administration and teachers are continually working on plans and concepts that may be implemented for 

2020-2021. Staff are participating in continual professional development to better understand optimal 



delivery, individual student needs, assessment strategies, and how we ensure that every student has an 

opportunity to develop the skills, knowledge and dispositions they will need in the present and future. Being 

adaptable, creative and flexible is important for all of us at this time, and I want to add how proud I am that 

our community has responded brilliantly in the time since we moved to online learning.  

Staff will prepare for various scenarios, including onsite, hybrid, or online learning. Professional development 

will focus on developing student ownership of learning, strategies for reaching all learners, and a focused 

curriculum that identifies the “power standards” or essential skills that students must develop at each grade 

level. 

Nutrition Statement 

To reduce the possibility of the spread of infection, there will be strict protocols in place during the times 

people are on campus. Health professionals will guide our policies and practices, but it is safe to assume that 

the cafeteria will not be open on August 19; however, as we transition back to campus we will continually 

assess when it is safe to open food services and how it will be structured to ensure student safety. Students 

will be required to bring food from home and we will have specific guidelines on the types of containers and 

cutlery, and locations for eating and clean-up. 


